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man to learn Hindi in one year. I would venture to
suggest too that large municipalities might now introduce
Hindi as an optional language to be learnt in the muni-
cipal schools. I can say from experience that Dravidian i
children take to Hindi in a remarkably easy manner.
Little does anyone know that almost all the Tamils and
the Telugus living in South Africa can carry on an
intelligent conversation in Hindi. I venture to hope
therefore that the young men of Madras will show their
appreciation of Marwadi generosity by availing them-
selves of the facility afforded to them of learning Hindi
without payment.
Toung India, 16-6-J20

Bengal and Madras are the two Provinces that are
cut off from the rest of India for want of a knowledge
of Hindustani   on their   part. Bengal,   because of its
prejudice against learning any other language of India,
and Madras, because of the difficulty of the Dravidians
about picking up Hindustani. An average Bengali can
really learn   Hindustani in two   months if he gave  it
three hours per day and a Dravidian in six months at
the same rate. Neither a Bengali nor a Dravidian can
hope to achieve the same result with English in the same
time. A knowledge of English opens up intercourse only
with   the comparatively few English-knowing Indians,
whereas  a possible  knowledge  of Hindustani  enables
us to hold intercourse with the largest number of our
countrymen. ... I   appreciate  the   difficulty  with    tte
Dravidians, but nothing is difficult before their indus-
trious love for the motherland.
Toting India, 2-2-'1921

English is the language of international commerce,
it is the language of diplomacy, and it contains many a